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Russ Read, the Executive Director of the National Center for the Biotechnology Workforce, introduced 
the SciTech Lecture Series by welcoming everyone and recognizing Forsyth Tech President, Dr. Gary 
Green and the DOL Federal Projects Officer, Mr. Lawrence Taylor.  Mr. Read reported that since its 
inception, the SciTech Lectures have attracted approximately 1600 attendees with presentations ranging 
from finding a cure for AIDS to growing human organs in the laboratory for regenerative medicine.  He 
explained that these lectures are a way of extending the wealth of knowledge and expertise we have 
right here in our own backyards and sharing it with our students, the faculty and the community.  

He then introduced Dr. Christy Shaffer, who is a Venture Partner and Managing Director of Hatteras 
Discovery with Hatteras Venture Partners.  The firm of Hatteras Venture Partners is a venture capital 
firm based in the Research Triangle Park with a focus on biopharmaceuticals, medical devices, 
diagnostics, and related opportunities in human medicine.  It has a mission and belief that 
entrepreneurial innovation will create valuable new products that will transform the practice of 
medicine and create value for its investors.  To this mission and with a background of over twenty years 
of experience in the life science industry, Dr. Shaffer carved a pathway that led this company and its 
investors to the heights of four funds with more than $200 million under management. 

To share her successes and experiences as an entrepreneur, Dr. Shaffer entitled her presentation, “My 
Journey as an Entrepreneurial Scientist, CEO and Investor.” Her opening slide set the stage and the 
overarching theme for the presentation:  “Find your passion and it will lead you.”  She admitted that to 
be successful you have to be willing to be on a roller-coaster ride and also willing to learn a lot of lessons 
along the way.  Emphasizing that it will not be a smooth ride, she explained that there may be some 
bumps and bruises in the journey. 

As a seasoned entrepreneur, she attested to her love of the sciences and academia and the journey they 
had taken her on as she became the entrepreneur she is today.  Her advice to those with an idea of 
someday becoming an entrepreneur was to be innovative, adaptable and to never let go of your 
passion.  She further advised that it is wise to develop powerful relationships with people who have a 
vision, who are honest, demanding, forgiving, but still supportive of your ideas. 

In her journey, Dr. Shaffer always involved lots of people because people matter and she included them 
in her decision-making as she was building companies.  Find someone as a coach to help you start a 
company and always remember that you will need a circle of peers.  She shared her belief that a nation 
can be empowered through discovery and innovation because America is driven by innovation and it is 
needed today more than ever.  To conclude, she affirmed that there are a myriad of opportunities out 
there if a person is willing to work hard, believe in your passion, and also be willing to ride the roller 
coaster.  It will be worth it!!  Catch Dr. Shaffer’s presentation on YouTube: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qFPd21l3hxw&feature=youtu.be 
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